
Dear Parent,
 
We are having so much fun reading in the classroom! Help us grow their little minds at home too! 

Read a favorite book with your child and share how much you love it! When you read and write together, it goes further than conversation. It creates background knowledge, builds vocabulary, provides a role model, and helps your child become a reader and writer.

The time you spend working on these activities counts as volunteer hours needed to match funding for the Head Start and Early Head Start programming. This is also known as inkind.

Please sign below and record the amount of time you and your child spent reading books this month. 
 
Thank you for reading with your child!
 
Child’s Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Total time spent reading and doing literacy activities with your child:  
Week 1 ______  	Week 2  ______  	Week 3  ______ 	Week 4  ______

Parent’s Signature: ______________________________________________________ Date: ______________

Staff’s Signature: _______________________________________________________ Date: _______________
[bookmark: _GoBack]

Phonological Awareness: Phonological awareness is the ability to hear the sounds in words. This is an essential skill that predicts early reading success! 

Help your child hear rhyme:
· Read a rhyming book
· Point to words that rhyme. For example: cat and hat
· Use your voice to make it clear.
As your child develops this skill into their preschool years:
· Ask your child to pick out the rhyming words on each page
· Stop at the end of a line so your child can guess the next word.
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GOLD Objective Literacy 15. Demonstrates phonological awareness a. Notices and discriminates rhyme
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Examples of books that rhyme:
Llama Llama Red Pajama, by Anna Dewdney
Goodnight Moon, by Margaret Wise Brown
Brown Bear, Brown Bear by Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle
Sing songs and nursery rhymes:
Itsy Bitsy Spider
Humpty Dumpty
Down by the Bay

REMEMBER: Take time for yourself to read. If your child sees you enjoy and appreciate books, he or she will learn to value reading also.
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