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CENTER CELEBRATION POLICY
1. Classroom activities need to be open ended and process oriented so that ALL children can be involved successfully.

2. Concepts being presented must be developmentally appropriate.

3. Center Celebration preparation should not dominate a month’s worth of classroom activities.

4. Center Celebrations do not revolve around holidays. (Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, etc)

5. If food consumption is involved in a celebration:

A. We cannot ask parents specifically to provide these food items.  (They may, however, volunteer to bring items or volunteer to give time: i.e.: set up, serve, and clean up.)

B. The children should be involved in the food preparation as much as possible, keeping food allergies in mind at all times.
C. Nutritious foods must be strongly encouraged and provided whenever possible.

6. When developing multicultural curriculum experiences around a certain ethnic group’s holiday:

A. Avoid teaching stereotypes from the past or giving the impression that other ethnic groups spend their daily life in celebration.

B. Multicultural concepts are best taught by using the children’s varied family heritages and community resources.  Learn about family traditions and use in the classroom when possible (i.e. song parents sing to children, games they play, etc.).

7. Family / center celebrations held after school hours should also follow these guidelines.

8. Family / center celebrations held after school cannot be used as substitutes for classroom time.  When celebrating the children and their work use pictures, videos and displays to show children’s accomplishments.
9. We cannot imply or request of individual parents to provide gifts, money, or materials for center celebrations.  Plan classroom alternatives involving children in hands-on activities using program materials.

If you need clarification on any point about this policy talk to your Education Coach.
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NMCAA Head Start
Center Celebration Policy Guidance
Holiday traditions are family events celebrated differently from home to home.  Staff will not plan activities specifically related to the religious, cultural or commercial holidays.   

This is what we CAN DO:
. . . can have all kinds of books and read by request or choice

. . . can have music in a wide variety of styles

. . . can celebrate the seasons

. . . can use seasonal items ex: pumpkins, clovers, pine cones, gourds etc...     

. . . can send valentines home when brought in by a child

. . . can talk about different types of homes, families, work, and foods

. . . can display multi cultural posters

. . . can have multi cultural dolls

. . . can have authentic musical instruments 

. . . can have multi cultural cooking items

. . . can learn and share words in another language

. . . can set up the class environment to represent diversity

. . . can include multi cultural clothing in dramatic play

. . . can have parents share about their culture and traditions...if they ask  to

. . . can have parents contribute to housekeeping - sending in empty boxes, cans, etc. 
      From foods they eat                                 
. . . can have multi cultural puzzles - including disability puzzles

. . . can display multi cultural artwork or artwork covering a variety of periods and styles
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